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SUBJECT: ASECNA SUPPORTS GOS POSITION ON SAL FIR 

REF: DAKAR 351, 594 

1 . ASECNA MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE MET IN DAKAR JANUARY 24-26 TO 
DISCUSS CAPE VERDIAN PROPOSAL FOR CREATION OF SAL FIR. FRANCE 
WAS REPRESENTED BY AMBASSADOR TO SENEGAL, UPPER VOLTA AND MALI 
SENT MINISTERS, IVORY COAST, CAMEROUN, TOGO AND NIGER HAD 
HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATIONS, WHILE SIX OTHER MEMBER STATES WERE 
ABSENT. 

2. OPENING MEETING ON JANUARY 24, SENEGALESE MINISTER OF 
TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS MAMADOU DIOP REPORTEDLY ASSERTED 
THAT EXISTENCE OF ASECNA IN WEST AFRICA WOULD BE THREATENED IF 
CAPE VERDIAN POSITION WAS NOT REJECTED. COMMUNIQUE PUBLISHED 
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JANUARY 27 IN GOVERNMENT OWNED LE SOT .FIT . INDICATED COMMITTEE HAD 
VOICED "TOTAL AGREEMENT" WITH SENEGAL IN OPPOSING BREAK-UP OF 
DAKAR OCEANIC FIR, AND HAD AUTHORIZED SENEGAL TO PURSUE ON 
BEHALF OF ASECNA ITS EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN STATUS QUO. COMPLETE 
TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE GIVEN IN PARA 3 BELOW. ORGANIZATION’S 
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS WERE ALSO DISCUSSED BUT NOT STATEMENT WAS 
ISSUED ON THIS SUBJECT. 
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3. QUOTE, THE MINISTERIAL STEERING COMMITTEE, MEETING IN 
DAKAR JANUARY 24, 1977, 

AFTER HAVING EXAMINED THE NOTE ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE DAKAR 
OCEANIC FIR PRESENTED BY THE MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR CIVIL 
AVIATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL; 

-CONSIDERING THE POLICY OF THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION 
ORGANIZATION (ICAO) SEEKING TO AVOID BALKANIZATION OF AIR SPACES; 
-CONSIDERING THE POLICY ACCORDING TO WHICH NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY 
MUST NOT BE CONFUSED WITH INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY, NOTABLY OVER 
THE HIGH SEAS; 

-CONSIDERING THAT THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL HAS OPERATED, 

THROUGH ASECNA, THE DAKAR OCEANIC FIR SINCE ITS ACCESSION TO 
INDEPENDENCE, A PERIOD OF OVER 16 YEARS, AND THAT THE GEOGRAPHIC 
BOUNDARIES OF THIS FIR LARGELY SURPASS THE NATIONAL AIRSPACES 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL AND THE REPUBLIC OF CAPE VERDE; 

REAFFIRMS ITS COMMITMENT TO THE POLICY OF THE ICAO OF WHICH THE 
BASIC ASSUMPTION IS THE ORGANIZATION AND CONTROL OF LARGE 
AIRSPACES; 

DECLARES ITS TOTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE POSITION TAKEN BY THE 
REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL DURING THE AIR NAVIGATION MEETING OF THE 
CARIBBEAN AND SOUTH AMERICAN REGION (LIMA, OCTOBER 5-28, 

1976) CONCERNING THE DAKAR OCEANIC FIR; 

TAKES NOTE OF THE DEMARCHES UNDERTAKEN BY THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL 
AND ITS WILLINGNESS TO ARRIVE AT AN APPROPRIATE SOLUTION, IN 
CONFORMITY WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFERENCE OF LIMA, 

ON A BILATERAL LEVEL WITH THE REPUBLIC OF CAPE VERDE; 

NOTES WITH SATISFACTION THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MEASURES DESIGNED 
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BOTH TO IMPROVE AIR SECURITY AND ALSO TO INSURE A FLIGHT CONTROL 
SERVICE IN THE DAKAR OCEANIC FIR FROM JUNE 1977; 

ASKS THE ICAO TO REJECT ANY PLAN TO BREAK UP THE DAKAR OCEANIC FIR; 
ASKS THE ASECNA MEMBER GOVERNMENTS TO TAKE ALL NECESSARY 
STEPS TO LEAD THE ICAO COUNCIL TO REJECT ANY PLAN TO BREAK UP 
THE DAKAR OCEANIC FIR; 

AUTHORIZES THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL TO PURSUE 
ON BEHALF OF ALL ASECNA MEMBER GOVERNMENTS ANY POSITIVE ACTIONS 
WITH THE COMPETENT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TO MAINTAIN THE 
DAKAR OCEANIC FIR WITHIN ITS CURRENT LIMITS. END QUOTE. 

AGGREY 
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